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r a ſad Repreſentation of the uncertain and dangerous 
condition of the COMM ON-WEATLTH: 


Directed to the Supreame Authority of England, the Repreſentors of the 
People in Parliament aſſembled. By ſeverall wel- affected perſons inhabit in 
the City of London, Weſtminſter, the Borough of Southwark , Hamblets, an 
places adjacent, preſenters and approvers of the late large Petition of the Eleventh of S 
tember. 1648. All perfons who are aſſenting to this Repreſentation, are deſired to ſubſcri 
it, and bring in their Subſcriptions to the Preſenters and Approvers of the foreſaid Peti- 
on of the 11 of September. 


VP F 017 hearts were not over 
D 8 Of be Nation, your ſnal r 


had done 


- 


1 

C 
. 
- 
* 


gements, or to progrefſe toward our bondage, and 
12 ed to — inſornuch 
War it was 2 

men who Al 

and practiſes 4 a4 
4 A And 


Y % +» 
A ( 2 

And much more do our Conſciences bear us witneſſe of our back wardneſſe to believe any evil intentions in th 
who not only were moſt vigorous and ſucceſsfull againſt the common enemy, but ſeemed ſo ſenſible of the injultic 
and treachery of that prevalent faction in Pariiament,as to engage with the urmoſt of their might, as if they had req. 
ly intended to deliver the Nation from that dangerous thraldome, ſo that we both durſt, and did many of w, 
venture our lives upon their fidelity; Yea ſo powerfull, perſwalive, and contentfull were their tuſt Engage. 
ments, Papers, and Remonſtrances, ſo fraught with (elſe:denying Doctrines, render regard to the peace of the 
Nation, and ſatisfaction to all iutereits; as even lulled all peaceable People into a ſound ſleep of ſecurity, caſtin 
all rheir care upon the General Councel of the Army, as upon a People they thought could never have the face tg 
decliue either thoſe principles, or to neglect the performance of lo many engagements, promiſes, and proteſts. 
tions, made as in the preſence of the al · ſecing God, frequedtly calling upou him, the ſearcher of all hearts, to ben 
witneſſe of their mregricy and Ancerity therein: luſomuch that we & who alwayes wich ſome witneſſe obſerved 
them) many times denyed our dwn underſtatdings rather then we would dra haſty concluſions from evident te- 
ſtimonics of their defection. N 

But when after they had once fleighred the Agitators, and diſcountenanced thoſe Officers and Souldiers, who 
firſt engaged againſt the deſtructive Votes of Pathament 3 ſuch as ſtood firme to their engagements at New-ma) het, 
and Triploe Heath: when we ſaw they not only ueglected them, but adhered to perſons ſent from Parliament and 
City, in thoſe corrupted times; and fell immediately to plead for Negative Voices in the King, and Lords; 
checking and controulling thoſe that oppoſed ; When we underſtood their General Councels {which according 
to their engagements ought'to have conſiſted only in two ſelect Commiſſion Officers, and two private Souldiers, 
choſen by every Regiment, with ſuch General Officers as aſſented to the Engagement, and no other) were never- 
theleſſe overgrown with Collonels, Lieutenant Collonels, Majors, and others, not choſen 3 and many of them 
diſſencers from the ſaid Engagement; and that ſome few eminent perſons preſuni d above meaſure thereiri, and 
in effect over awed and controuled their Councels : and that the contrivance of a Councel of State, was the great 
engine which choſe Councels laboured to bring about: when we found them not only to Court the King, by kiffing 
His hand, and the like, and that a correſpondency was held berween Him and the General Officers, and Agents 
ſent to and fro continually, whereby they came to ſo neer a cloſe, as that their propoſals were nor only received, 
but corrected and amended by the King, before m7 4 were ſeat to the Hovſe , till they became very conſiſtent 
with His ends and Prerogative : and thoſe Officers ſo engaged thereby, as to be moved to impatience towards 
any that ſpake a ſillable againſt this their trafique and entercourſe with Him: upon which likewiſe, they conclu- 
ded an Agreement with the oppoſing Citizens of Londen, without ſo much as calling the Agitators to advize there- 
upon. Sceing, Hearing, and Underſtanding theſe things, no marvel if we were ſtaggered in our Beleefe of their 
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a ed as the Earl of Mancheſter, and other grand ſelf-ſeekers of this Houſe ſkould 


Bur thee a perſon ſo deeply char ; f { 
be entertained with ſo great — and guarded to their places in Parliament, and that notwithſtanding the pre- 


vailing power of the Army, thoſe who had uſurped the Authority of the Houſe, and Vored a new War, were ne- 
verthelefſe permitted to fit and Vote there, and that contrary to the importunate defires of the Agicators, and 
the Remonſtrance of the army: and then one of the firſt fruits of this their conjunction was the paſſing of an 
Ordinance for Tythes, upon trebble dammages, which the corrupt Clergy had prefented (in the abſence of the 
Speaker) to Pelhams Parliament 3 and the burning of Mr. Biddles Book, by the Common Hangman; and im- 
priſoning his perſon : and that notwithſtanding their glorious March through Lenden, the prerogative Priſoners 
in the Tower, New-gate, and elſewhere, were utterly neglected, and the Councel of thoſe friends ſlighted, who had 
been inſtrumental, even to the loſſe of ſome, and the hazard of all their lives, to make an eaſie unbloudy paſ- 
ſage fer the Army into South war and the City. Upon obſervation of theſe and abundant more —— which 
we could enumerate, we concluded, that the Councels of the Army were ſteered as at their firſt engagement, 1 
the ſelect perſons choſen thereunto, nor for the ends in that engagement expreſſed 3 but by ſome other oe 
and over-ruling influences, that intended other matten then were pretended, and that laboured by all poſſible 
meanes to convert the honeſt endeavours of good men in the Army, and elſe where, and the happy ſucceſſes God 
had bleſſed them withall, to the advantage of their Luſts, Pride, and Domination: And as time came on, it mote 
and more appeared, that they intended meerly the eſtabliſhment of cheraſclves in power and greatneſſe, without 
any regard at all to the performance of their promiſes and engagements, or any reſpect or credit to the faith of the 
Army, or to the peace and proſperity of the Common-wealth, aud that they walked by no rules or principles ei- 
ther of honeſty or conſcience 3 but (as meer polititians) were governed altogether by occaſion, and as they ſawa 
poſſibiliry of making progreſs to their deſignes, which courſe of theits, they ever termed a waiting upon providence) 
that with colour of Religion they might deceive the more ſecurely. 

Now that this may appear no ſlander, we intreat that vithout partiality, their after proceedings may be through- 
ly can d: as firſts at Kingſton it was propoſed by the Agitators, friends of London, Southwark, and places adjacent, | 
that the Tower, City, and Borough, might be ſecured by the wel affected Inhabitants, and not by Souldiers, ons 
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trade and traffque might be preſerved, which othetwiſe would be driven away Cas it ſoon after proved) And that 
i was hoped that they intended not to ſecure any place by Souldiers, when the wel affected Inkabitants were able 
to ſecure it. Which adviſe proceeded as well from our teſpects to the City and neighbour places, as upon fears of 
what we know to be the practice of other Tyrants ( and therefore doubted would be exerciſed by thoſe ) namely, 
the gariſoning great Towns, thereby to keep the people, as well in poverty, as in continuall awe and ſubjection. 

Which adviſe, though alenred unto by the Agitators, was yet rejected by the grand Officers, and a new Regi- 
ment railed, to the further charge of the Commou-wealth z the Propoſers themſelves being diſmiſſed with reproa- 
ches, aud the Agicators thruſt out, aud not permitted to obſerve how they were dealt withall- 

at which time alſo its very remarkable with kow much height of State they obſerved the King at Hampton Court, 
viſting Him the mſelves, and permitting thouſands of people daily to vifit Him, to kiſſe His hand, and to be Healed 
by Him, whereby His party in the City, and every where, were exceedingly animated, His Agents being as familiar 
at the Head-guzarters, as at the Court» Then on a ſuddes, when the Houle cumplyed not with their purpoſes, in 
all huſte it was to be purged, and thereupon they publiſh a large Remonſtrance, Augaft 18. ſtuffed with publique 
reaſos, to ſhew the juſtnels and neceſſity rhereoi : but the Houſe again complying, through the ſight of their Re- 
monſtrance, though no whit changed in reſpect of its corruption 3 and they hnding, if it were purged, it would not 
be for their deſigne ; they make noching of their former reſolution, but continue it in irs corrupt condition, and 
fit with them themſelves. 

Then they ſall ty work again about the King, and ſend the Propoſitions of New-caftle to Him, when they knew, 
and were agreed He ſhould nor tign 3 in the mean time, they ſo wrought the King by fair promiſes, and hopes of 
reſtaurarion, as that He enclined wuch to countenance the Army, gave out words in their 2 and in His anſwer 

to the Hou c, prefer'd their Propoſals, before the Parliaments Propoſitions 3 in eu thereof, the great ones of the 
Army themſelves, endeavoured the revival of a Treaty, and ſome of them in the Houſe, were very violent againſt 
motions of no more addteſſe, and expreſſed it was the ſenſe of the Army that further Addreſſe ſhould be made, 
and that except they would make Addi eſſes of another nature to the King, they could not promiſe them the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Army 3 and accordingly they take pains to work every man at the Head-quarters 3 upon which, pe- 
titions were attempted in the Army, in favour of a Treaty, and ſome conſciencions, but weake people, were drawn 
to ſecond their deſigu, with a Petition for a Perſonall Treaty, which they had ready at the Houſe dore- 

Theſe ſtrange and myſterious proceedings, occafion'd a new face for things in the Army, many of the Officers 
being much diſtaſted thereat, and whole Regiments chuſing new. Agents to look after the publick, as fearing things 
were running head-long into a molt dangerous condition: The far greater nuniber of the Officers, would not by 
any means indure to here of the Armies compliance with the King, and the Agents finding all former enga ts, 
promiſes, and Declarations broken, and utterly neglected, and the Common wealth in danger of utter diſſolution, 
produce an Agreement of the People, upon grounds of Common Kight, for uniting of all unprejudiced people therein ʒ the 

great Officers very much oppoſe it a while, as having fer up another intereſt : but ſeeing the fame take with the Ar- 
my, proſeſſe though at preſent their judgements could not ſo far cloſe with it, yet they would never oppoſe it. Here- 
upon the whole frame of the deſigu alters, and the matters in projection with them, were now to dif ingage them- 
ſelves, and be rid of the ning, and how likewiſe to diſcountenance and keep under the diſcerning party in the Ar- 
my · In order to the firſt, they caſt about how to get the King into the Iſſe of Weight, where they might both 
eafier keep others from Him, and the more entirely poſſeſſe Him themſelves ; and that He might with willingneſs 
be hurried thither, they work upon His fear 3 ſuggeſting ro Him, that there was an intention in ſome violent per- 
ſons to murder Him, and perſwade Him to leave that in a letter, as the cauſe of His remove. To make which the 
more credible, they wrought Lieut. Col. Hen. Lilburn to aſperſe his brother John ( who then ſtood in the way of 
the great men of the Army) with a baſe aud abhorcid-reſolution of being one that iutended to murder the King 3 
ro . proof whereof they would never ſuffer the Aſperſers to be brought (though ſolicited thereunto by a Petiti- 
on from divers wel- affected perſons) bur iuſteed thereof, for that perfidious ſervice, they advanced him to the 
verument of Tinmouth Caſtle, above his brother Robert, where retaining the leven of his Apoſtacy, which t 
General Officers had laid in him, he ſuftered the reward of a pertidious traytor. 

And though the General Officers enclined him to this revolt, themſelves, as well by their example, as by coun- 
tenancing lim in the beginning thereof 3 and though for che fame he incurred the extream diſpleaſure of his Fa- 
ther, and Kindredy yet are both his Father and Kindred by the Officers themſelves and their Aſſociates aſperſed 
with the fa, as if tainted with guilt and contammination thereof. 

Thus did they kill two birds with one ſtone, framing a Name for them which of all others is moſt diſtaſteſull to 
the People, and was therefore moſt likely ro beger a belief of the pretended aſſaſſination 

Where (by the way) we deſſte it may be obſerved, that notwithſtanding the word Leveller was framed and 
caſt upon all thoſe in the Army (or elſewhere ) who are againſt any kind of Ty1annie , whether in Kiog, 

Parliament, Army, Cuuncel of Stare, cc. And though it was not ſo much as believed to concern thoſe upon whom 


they caſt it, che inventers having often profeſſed as much, yet have they both themſelves and by their inftruments in- 
A 2 duttrioufly 
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duſtriouſly propagated the ſame, and infinuared both this and other flanders of us into the hearts of all the eaſy ind 
people they could meet withall. 

Bur to return, The King thus removed, they judge themſelves at leiſure to deal with the Agreers for the 
People, and ſo ſuddainly violent they became in that work, that at the Rendezvous neer Ware, they ſhot a Souldier 
to death, for purſuing the ends of the Engagement at New. market, and for inſiſting upon the Agreement for the 
People: unworthily abuſed Major St, a Member of this Houſe, ſent him up a Priſoner, and accuſed him and Col, 
Rainsborough for appearing in behalf of the Agreement, and cherewihall ſenc Col. Ayres, Major Cobbet, Capt. Brq, 

and many others afcer them priſoners to Windlot, where, as Var ties, Judges, and jut ies, the Officers did out they 
would againſt them, ſentencing ſome to death, others to diſgracefull puniſhments, reftraining and releaſing at plez- 
ſure, and with as much Arbittarineſſe as ever was in the world; and could not be dillwaded , h Mr Salma 
and others bore full reſtimony againſt the cruelry and injuſtice thereof. Hereupon at the Houle t procured at 
once the impriſonment of five cordiall Citizens, for juſtifying the Agreement of the People, and requiring Juftice 
for the bloud of the Souldier chat was ſhot at Ware, disfranchized them, and under the notion of London Agent 
forbad their meetings. And when now they thoaght they had moulded and qualited che Army to their own bent, 
and had gratinhed their complying Officers, with the cruelty the Levellers (for ſo they have ſtiled all who hare 
manifeſted any ſenſe of Common Right) and had found that they could be nothing ſo great, rich, and potent, upon 
a Cloſe with the King, and that it would be impoiſible for them to hold either Officer or Souldier firm to them, in 
caſe of ſuck compoſure. Hereupon utterly to froſtrare his hopes that way, they — with the Houſe to Vote 
no more Addreſſes ; and fo vanithe away all their glorious Hattery of the Ring and his Party, and their notoriow 
diſlimulation appeared, abuſing thereby the Faith of the Army, and making it clear to all diſcerning men , that ſuch 
as could ſo break with one ſort of men, will make no Conſcience of keeping faith with any. 

Their next work was to new-mould the City, and make ir theirs ; for which 2 — they brought ſome Regi- 
ments of Horſe and Foot to Whitehall and the Mew, to the extreme diſcontent of the City, and provoke them fur. 
ther by keeping their Lord Mayor, and ſome of their Aldermen in the Tower, withour admitting them to a Legal 
Trial, though upon Petitions and earneſt Deſires : At laſt they were referred to be tried by the Lords, contrary to 
the known Law of the Land; but their juriſdiction being difclaimed , after a while they were releaſed without 
Tr iall at all, their end being accompliſh, which was the terror of the City, and changing the Magiſtrates — 
ſo as ſhould beſt ſerve their deſigus · 

About this time alſo they began to exerciſe their Marſhall power over perſons not of the Army, and did ſen- 
tence Mr William Thomſon to death at Whitehall. And then alſo they began to new model the Army, aud for that 
end ( —_— the new raiſed Regiment for the Tower was thought no burthen , yet _ pretence of eaſing the 
charge of the Commonwealth, the Liſe-Guard muſt be diſbanded, becauſe conſiſting of diſcerning men, faithfall to 
their Countty and former promiſes; and many others of like principles were pickt our of every Regiment; the 
deſign being by weeding the choiſelt and beſt reſolved men, to make the Army wholly mercinary, flaviſh, and the 
Executioners of a few mens luNs, and lawlcfſe p!caſutes. | ; 

All which choſe good men peiceiving, and reſolving thereupon not to be diſbanded according to the Agreement 
at New-merket, till the ends therein expreſſed wete fully gained, they were enforced thereunto by Tyrannicall Sen- 
tences of Impriſonment and Death (though the Officers themſelves had formerly refuſed to difband upon command 
of Parliament upon the ſame grounds and ſtrength of the ſame Engagement : By all which tis evident, that accor- 
ding to the maxim of Politicians, they judge thernfelves looſe, where other men are bound, and that all obligations 
are to them Tranſfitory and Ceremonia!l, and that indeed every thing is good and juſt only, as it is conducing to their 
corrupt and ambitious interefts. 

And thus the molt hepefull opportunity that ever England had for the recovery of eur Freedom, was ſpent and 
conſumed, in ſuch their uncertain ſtaggering motions, and atbirrary, irrationall Proceedings , whereby all Parties 
became extreamly exaſperated, as People that had been meerly mocked and cheated by fair promiſes , and under 
the moſt religious pretences, c. Hereby the Army, that had but ſew months before been the joy and hope of all 
forts of Rationall People, was made a by word, a hiſſing, and a reproach to the whole Nation: inſomuch thut thoſe 
(in hope of their large promiſes and i roteſts in their Declarations) u ho thought nothing too precious for them, 
Row grudged them their bread, and were ready to ſtone them in all places where they came 3 Trade tied. Poverty 
increafed, and diſcontents abounded, till at length broke our ſuch a flame as no time had ever ſeen before ; and ns 
Joubt was the proper iſſue of ſuch horrid deluſions, miniſtring ſuch matter for a generall Riſing and Revolt , asall 
jormer policies could never attain to, and moi e threarning the ruine of the Nation, then all the former forces and 

ſtratagems of the enemies; and which is rightly to be imputed to the unjuſt, partiall and perfidious dealings of theſe 


men. 
Bat when they ſaw what a _ predicament they had brought themſelves into, and which they would never be- 
here, t ill it was come upon them (no more then now chey will) they had before manifeſted a greater obſtinacy, then 


now they did a ſet lous Repentance (which yer as the ſequel proves, was but counterfert) though ( God knoweth) 
ve 
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we were overjoyed to believe ic reall: Arknowledging, with the greateſt expreſſions of ſorrow, chat they had wal- 
ked by corrupt, politick Principles 3 That they had been too blame in actings againſt honeſt men; That the name 
of Leveller, ſeſuite, or the like reproaches, ſhould never be more heard amongſt them ; Thar if ever the Nation be 

it muſt be by a conjunction in the Levellers principles, calling upon all, to lay by all Diſcontents, to forper 
and forgive, aud to unite all againſt the Common Enemy, nd promiſing with greateſt aſſeverations, That if God, 
vpon our joint endeavors, ſhould be picaſed to deliver us out of this Sea of danger, that they would never divide 
from juſt Principles, nor in the leaſt diſcountenance honeſt men as they had done, nor endeavour to ſet up a party, 
bur caſt themſelves upon an Agreement of the People for the future ſettlement of the Peace of the Nation: But how 
and what performance they hare made, that we ſhall intreat may be impartially obſerved in the enſuing ſtory: and 
for a full and timely proof of their relapſe, and Diſcovery of their diffimulation 3 Ne ſooner had they (t ough Gods 
bleſſing, and the aſſiſtance of their reconciled friends) hniſhed their work at Colecheſter, bur preſently they call to 
queſtion certain Perſons, that had appeared at St. Albanes in behalf of Captain Reynaldi, chuſing rather to foiſake the 
Service, then to be commanded by Captains that had been violent againſt them, that had drunk the Kings Health 
upon their knees, and profeſt they could rather fight againſt the Levellers then Cavaliers, and theſe (according to 
their old went) they ſearenc'd co Death, and ſoon afcer releaſt them, as finding or ſuppoſing this kind of Diſciphne 
moſt efteRuall, to the breaking and debaling the ſpitits of the Engliſh, 

And becanſe Col. Rainsborough had ever oppoſed their unjuſt proceedings, they withdraw him from the Army, by a 
plauſible, bur only a Titular command at ſea, where by the ſtraitneſſe of his Commiſſion, he not having thereby the 
command of rhe — or Officers, he could neither reſtrain their Revolt, nor preſerve himſelf from being expulſed 
at the Scamans pleaſure out of that employment. 

Then upon his return, the ruling Officers finding him as inflexible to their ends as formerly, they put him upon 
that dangerous and unhappy Service before Pomfret (notwithſtanding a Commander had been appointed thertunto 
by the Committee of Tork) whether he went with much reluftancy and diſcontent, as wondring at the Cauſe of his 
being deſign d thither, and expreſling as much to his Friends 3 his fad ſoul preſaging the misfortune, which after be- 
fell him. Burt that which gives greateſt cauſe of grief and ſuſpect to his friends, is, that his Brother receives no fur- 
therance, but rather all diſcouragement thar iay be in ſearching after, and proſecuting the cauſers of that ſo bloudy 
and iuhumane a Bucchery. 

In the North, though during the Service and Neceſſities of the Army, the Levellers (as they are cal'd) were coun- 
tenanced, and taken into the Boſom, who thereupon (forgetting all former aſfronts and dif teſpects) did liberally 
hazard their lives, without ſuſpicion of fraud and deluſion ; Yer the Neceflicies being over, and the enemies ſubdu- 
ed, they renew freſh diſgracts, and fall into a greater Odium, and contempt then ever. 

Firſt, divers ſouldiers tor —_—_— in the behalf of Major Reynolds , that he might ferve in the room of Major 
Huntington, were therfore rated, and thteatned to have their ſkuls cut, and ſome of them ſtruck for fo Prtirioning 3 
Major oba Cobit, who with the extreameſt hazard had regain'd Tinmenth Caſtle, where his Soperiour Commander 
had through the dangers thereof refuſed, was notwithftanding rejected, and a Member of Parliament taken from his 
duty there, and contrary to the ſelf-denying Ordinance, made Governour thereof. Major White, who in all the 
deſperate ſervices in the North, had performed the duty both of Lieutenant Colonel, and Major boch in the Gene- 
rals Regiment, yet becauſe a conſtant man to his Promiſes and Principles, was refuſed the Lieurenant Colonelſhip, 
and a man of a more complying Spirit fetcht from anothet Regiment to officiare therein. 

And this was the uſage not ouly to theſe Gentlemen, but to all others, whether Officers or Souldie rs in North or 
South (for their Councels were one in both ) that did retain a ſenſe and Reſolution ro ptoſecute thoſe good things 
intimated in their former — 

And as before, upon their firit great ſucceſſe againſt the City, when now again it juſtly was expected they ſhould 
have made uſe of fo notable and unexpected Bleſſings, to the benefit and advantage of che Commonwealch (as their 
late tepentances, Promiſes and Pretences gave men cauſe to hope) the event proved , they inteijded another uſe 
thereof; for (having now ſubdued all their Euemies, they proceed with greater contidence to their former purpo- 
ſes, of making hems lves abſolute maſters over the Commonwealth, wherein there yet appeared one main obſtacle, 
and that was an unanimous and univerſall Reſolution iu all Welkminded People (eſpecially in that numerous E 0- 
PLE thatconcurredin the P ETIT10 N ofthe 11. of September, to center in an Agreement of the People; 
which if not evaded, it would be impoſſible for them) to go through with their Work: Kereupon again they cry 
ont for Union, and emp'oy their Agents to get meetings and Treaties with rhoſe that were moſt furward for an A- 

eement 3 and contract with them to center in an Agreement, and that the matter of the Petition of the 11. of 
— hk (as was defired) ſhould be the ſubſtance of that Agreement: There being no other way then by this 
— in ſhew . to amaze this buſy, watchfull Party, and to keep them quiet, whilſt they went on with other pie · 
ces of theit work. 

For what elſe hath all the time ſpent thereabouts prodaced, but a meer abuſing , bliading and deluding all that 
cordially deſired the fame, it being (before they left it) ſo obſcur'd and perplext in — thereof, fs ſhore of 
A 3 what 
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what was intended, and ſo corrupted in many particulars, that thoſe moſt loath'd it that moſt deſir'd it; in the 
mean time, whilſt they had ñixt good mens eics and thoughts upon that Work, they ſecretly and ſwiftly profecure 
their other Deſigns as priacipall in their purpoſes, where:n queſtionlclſe they had not had the aſſiſtance ot good mer, 
but that it was verily believed in ſhew ot driving on their own deſign » they were really and cordially producing 4 
perfect and comrleat Agreement of the People, as large both iu grounds of Freedom, and tedieſſe ot gi ievances, as 
the Petition of the ii · o September, in the uttermoſt extent thereof did import. | 

Many of which Pcticioners were not ſatisfied but that ſuch an Agreement of the People might then have been oh. 
tained without any of thoſe extraordinary, ſudden and violent Cou ſes lately taken, neither in bringing the 
Army to the City , breaking the Houſe in pieces, or removing the King by ſuch an extra judiciall Proceedinge, 
and Court of Juſtice, as had no place in the Engliſh Government, and did really ſoreſce, there would be norhin g but 
abuſe in their pretence of an Agreement of the People: and that their own domination, in and by a Councel of Stare, 
was the main thing aimed at and intended- : 

The removing the King, the taking away the Houſe of Lords, the overawing the Houſe , and reducing it to that 
paſſe, that it is become but the Channel, through which is conveyed all the Decrees and Dererminations of a private 
Gouncel of ſome few Officers, the erefing of their Court of juſtice, and their Councel of State, The voting of the 
People that Supreme Power, and this Houle the Supreme Authority: All theſe Particulars (though many of them 
in order to good ends, have been defired by Well atfected People) are yet become (as they have nianaged them of 
ſole conducement to their ends and intents , either by removing ſuch as ſtoud in the way between them and the 
Power, wealth, or command of the Commonwealth; or by actually poſſeſling and inveſting them in the ſame. 

And tough all this was foreſeen by us, yet ſo perlwahve were their inſinuations in the cars of many good and 
well-diſpoſed People, l o h Souldiers and others, that they have been really carried away with the belief of them, and 
reliance upon them, and have thought they could not better imploy their time and abilities, then in attording them 
all furtherance and aſſiſtance that might be- 

So that their only Fears remain upon our Diſcoveries, to prevent which they uſe means, that either we might not 
have opportunity to lay open their Tieacheries and Hypocriſics, or not be believed it we did it. 

In order to the firſt, They ſtrictly ſtop the Preſſe 3 In order to the ſecond, They blaſt us with all the Seandals and 
falſe Reports their Wit or Malice could invent againſt us; and ſo monſtroully wicked have they been in this parti- 
cular, that they have pry'd into all our Actions, made uſe of all our acquaintances , and friendly intimacies, and in 
concluſion have only produced ſuch ſcandals, as have been cuſtumarily uſed by former Stateſmen 3 and ſuch, when 
ſcan d and c xamined, contain both contraricty in themſelves, and have not the leaſt ground of Truth, as concerning 
us. 

By theſe Arts are they new faſtened in their Power, till either by oppoſition from the enemy , which they may 
well expect God will raiſe againſt them, as the deſerved Recompence of their vile Apoltacy ; or by the weight and 
violence of their many Injuſtices (which in the wicked courſe they are in) muſt every da: be multiplied, till they 
be thrown down from their uſurped grearneſſe. 

They have already loſt the Affections of all People, and are only fur ported by their preſent ſtrength ; bur when 
once thoſe good men that hold them up, ſhall perceive how inſtrunientall they are made, contrary to their intenti- 
ons, in advancing a few lofry aud imperious mens defigns 3 and how ealy it is for them to convert their abilities and 
power to better and more common ends expreſt in their former engagements, and which the complaints of the ag- 
gricved People, and their own underſtandings can furniſh them withall, they will then lament that they have ſo long 
been out of the way, and ſet themſelves with the utmoſt courage and reſolution to free their diſtreſſed Country frem 
the fears and Caprivity it now groans under. They may talk of Freedom), but whar freedom indeed is there fo long 
as they ſtop the Preſſe, which is indeed, and hath been fo accuunted in all free Nations, the moſt eſſent lall part 
thereof, imploying an Apoſtate Judas, ſor Executioner therein; who hath been twice bunt in the hand, a wrerched 
fellow, that even the Biſhops and Star · chamber would have ſham d ro own. What freedom is there left, when ho- 
neſt and worthy Souldiers are ſentenced and enforced to ride the horſe with their faces reverſt,and their ſwords bro» 
ken over their heads for but Petitioning and preſenting a Letter in juſtification of their liberty therein:if this be not 
a new way of breaking the ſpirits of the Engliſh, which Strafferd and Canter bury never dreamt of, we know no dif- 
ference of things A raft alſo of Liberty of Couſcience they have given us in the caſe of a worthy Member of your 
Houſe; ſo as we may well judge what is like to follow, if their Reign continue, And as for Peace, whilſt the ſupreme 
Officers of the Army are ſupreme in your Houſe, in the Councel of Stare, and all in all in the generall Councel of 
the Army 3 when the martiall power is indeed ſupreme to the Civil Authority, what peace can be expected we pro- 
fcſie we ſce no councels tending to ity but hereof mighty and vaſt ſums of money to be raxed upon the people per 
menſem, as if war were become the only trade, or as if the people were bound to maintain Armies whether they have 
trade or no; yea, whether they have bread cr no- 

And as for the prolpeticy cf the Nation, what one thing hath been done that tendeth to it? Nay, hath any thing 
been done ftince the) were in power? but what increaſeth the rancour, hatred and malice, which cur late unhap- 
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py differences have begotren amon ſt us, as if they had placed their happineſſe and ſecurity in the totall diviſion of 
the People, nothing being offered by them, that hath any face of reconcilement in it, nothing of chearfulnefſe or 
enerall ſatitfaction, the mother of trade and plenty, that might rake away the pi wate remembrance and diſtincti- 
— of parties, nothing indeed, but what tendeth to implacable bitterneſſe of ſpicit, the mother of coufuticn, pe- 
and begger y · é 
42 — of the heavy burdens of the People have they manifeſted of late? Hath ir not been by their 
procurement that the Judges, their creatures have 4 thouſand a yea allow d to them above the ordinary fees ? which 
were ever eſtet med a heavy oppreition in themtelves : 1s there any abridgement of the charge, or length of time, 
in trial of cauſes ? Are they toucht with the generall burtheu of Tiches, chat canker of induſtry and tillage? Or 
with that of Exciſe, which out of the bowels of labourers and poor people enriches the Uſurers, and other Carers 
pillars of the Common: wealth ? Or what have they done to free Trade from the intolerable burden of Cuſtoms, c&x- 
cept che ſerring freſh hungry ties, upon the old ſores of the People? What one materiall thing did they offer unto 
you in their late Ferition, which you gave them ſo many thanks tor, terming their defires modeſt and diſcreet,when 
its evident by the contents, they did it only to ſtop the mouths of their SOuldiers, and ro amuſe them into a plea- 
ſing dream, whilſt they go on with their delign of abſolute dominacion : and which ſhould you in the leaſt oppoſe, 
you would finde their modeſty no more towards you, then towards your excluded Members. In the mean time, 
Where is their Charge againſt the Members ? Or why finde they not who amongſt them have conferred Offices up- 
on each other, and upon their Creatures and relations ? Or who they were that gave ſuch large Donations of thou- 
ſands and hundreds by year, whilſt the Publique Faith is broken, and Families ere ready to ſtarve, for emprying 
themſelves to ſerve the Publique neceſſities 3 Or why diſcountenance they not all thoſe who have berraied the truſt 
of Feofees for Biſhops and Delinquents Lands? and are become purchalers themſelves of great Eſtates, for ve few 
years purchaſes, the due value rightly conſidered : Or why blame they not the Lord chiet Juſtice, and Lord chief 
Baron, for keeping their places, which were conferred on them (and the like on others) by this Houſe, when thoſe 
Members fate there, they have excluded? Or why nnde they not out thoſe pertidious perſons that have made no 
conſcience of breaking the Self denying Ordinance, and pertiſt therein Or is the reaſon vitible why they have no- 
thing to ſay againſt thoſe ſorts of men, -namely, becauſe theſe are their own, and their Creatures caſes ? O wretch- 
ed England, that ſcetk and yer (uftereth ſuch intollerable maſters ! What can be expected fiom ſuch Officers, who 
frequently manifeſt a thirſt aſter the bloud of ſuch People and Souldiers, as the molt active for the common Free- 
dom, Peace, and Proſperity of the Common wealth, and againſt whom they have nothing elle to object? Or what 
can be expected from ſuch a Councel in the Army, as ſhall agree that · the ſupteam Authority ſhould be moved to 
make a Law, That that Councel of Officers may have Power to have, and put to death all ſuch perſons, t hough not 

of the Army, as they ſhould judge were diſturbers of the Army. 

Certainly theſe things cannot but manifeft unto you their very hearts, their inward purpoſes and intentions, re- 
preſenting viſibly before you and all the World, the moſt dangerous condition, that ever yer this Nation hach been 
m : And if there be any Conſcience towards God or man to be found amongſt you, the whole finews and progreſe 
of this our ſad Repreſencation is ſo fully known, aud freſh in memory, that it is impoſſible, but it moſt work up- 
on all amongſt you that are not Co · partners with them in their Deſign, or are nor engaged (as the Lawyers arc) in 
ſome co rupt intereſt. 

But though this long betraied and miſerable Nation ſhould prove ſo unhappy, as that there ſhould not be oue 
found amongſt you to own theſe known Trurhs,which yet ring in every mans ears, throughout the Land; but through 
fear, or otherwiſe reſpeRs, ſnould ſhut your eye, againſt the light; ir ſhall be ſo far from inducing us to repent of 
what we have herein (or in our late Apprehenſions) expreſſed, and ſer before you, that we ſhall rejuyce above mea- 
fure, that we have witneſſed to the Truth 3 and againſt all thoſe Detuſions, aud pertidious Stratagems, laid by thoſe 
men to betray and enflave the Common wealth, to their own Pride, Ambition, Luſts, Covetouſneſſe and Domi- 
yation, if not Dukefhip, or Kingſhip 3 their Creatures diſcourling of late, That rhe Power muſt be reduced to one: 
What their meaning is, time (if they be not hindred) will manifeſt : but the Premiſes duly weighed, - doth evi- 
dence ; whar ere it be, it vvill be as bad, as poſſibly can be. 

And as we ſhall not altogether doubt of the appearance of ſome in this Honourable Houſe, that will conſcionably 
perform that Supream Truſt vvhich is rcally and eſſentially reſident in your integrity; What ever may be ſuggeſted 
to the contrary ( it being not others treachery, nor anyes violence, that can diveſt you of that Authority:) but if 
— all ſhould fail therein, as God forbid, yet we ſhall not doubt, but that what we have here preſented and pubs» 
iſhed, will open the eyes, and raiſe the hearts of ſo conſcionable a n miber of the Souldiers a people in all pla- 
ces, and make them fo ſenſible of the bondage and danger threarned, as that theſe men, this Faction of Officers,ſhall 
never be able to go through with their wicked intentions. 


Ir being an infinite ſhame that they ſhould be ſuffered to proceed ſo far therein, as they have done, there havi 


been no party hitherto ſo inexcuſable 3 for it is poſſible, if not probable, that the King and his party might ar 
be induced to offend through errour of breeding, long cuſtome, and ſway of times ( that excuſe neither 


him 
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him not them) That Hollis, aud that patty, might at tirſt be drawn into their violence, againſt people fai 
the Common-wealth through an erroneous zeal againſt ſuppoſed Sectaries, and for uniformity in Preſbyrery (ux 
that alſo but little extenuares their oftence) but neither the one nor the orher can be imagined to have tr 
againſt ſo evident light, nor againſt ſo many and great obligations of love, and great reſpetts from the people as & 
party hath done · So that che intentions, and endeavours of theſe men, to enſlave the Common-wealch; or its 
continuing of harthens, without any remorſe at the dear neſſe of food, and utter loſſe of trade,exceeds in the natuy 
and mealuxe of it, all the wickedneſſc of both the other parties put together. 'S 
And therefore upon due conlideration of the premiſes and in utter deteftation of their meſt perfdious and treꝶ 
cherous dealing with the Army, Parliament aud Common-wealth; we doe in behalfe of our ſelves and all wel- mir 
people, here before this honourable Houſe, as in the preſence of Almighty God, proteſt againſt their breaking hy 
Faith of the Army wich all parties, their diſſolving the Conncel of the Agitators, and uſuping a rower of gi 
forth the ſence of the Army to the Parliament and People, alſo againſt the ſhooting the Souldier to death at MWA 
and their eruelries exerciſed on other perſons, to the debaling of their ſpirits, and thereby new moulding of the 
Army to their own deſigns, then playing faſt and looſe with the King and his party, till they brought a new and days: 
p<rous war upon the Nation. 7 
We alſo proteſt againſt their diſſembled repentances, as in no meaſure ſati: ſactory for ſo abominable | 
we alſo proteſt againſt all their late extraurdiuary Proceedings, in bringing the Army upon the City (to the n 
of trade) their breaking the Houle in pieces without charging the Members particularly: And then judgir 
tuking away mens lives in an extraordinary way, or done for no other end, but to make way for their own able 
domination. We alfo proteſt againft the Election and Eſtabliſhment of choſe High-Courrs of Juſtice, as unjuf 
themſelves, and of dangerous frefidence in time to come; as likewiſe againſt the Councel ot State, and putting ſc 
of chemſelves therein contrary to their owne Agreement: We alſo proteſt againſt all other the like meetings 
thoſe Officers, that on Thurſday the 2. of February laſt, voted for-ſo bloudy a Law, as ro hang whom they -ſhe 
Judge diſturbed the Army (as having no power either by ſuch Councels, cithe ro give the ſence of the Army, 
to judge any perſon not of the Army, or to doe any thing in reference to the Common wealth, more then whats 
a2y, ſo many fiſty Souldiers or perſons not of the Army, have porer, and nay lawiully doe: though all the general,” 
Oqcets were continually preſent) theſe we proteſt againſt, as things unjuſt, abominable and dangerous, and ec — 1 
thut our preſent not ſecking for juſtice ot telief thert ix, ſhall be no bar againſt us for the future, when we ſtall ſe, 
cauſe to ſcck for Juſtice and relief therein. c 
And for the truth of our Judgements herein: We ſhould with gladneſſe ſubmir unto the determinations of this. 
Honourable Houſe, were not their High hand as yet held over you- And therefore we are enforced to appeal tog 
new Repreſentive equally choſen in ſuch like manner, as is expreſt in our ſerious appt ehenſions lately preſented un- 
to 7 and doe likewiſe deſire that you would encourage the Army in chuſing a Repreſentative, conſiſting of — 
lect Perſons, choſen by every Regiment of the Army, as at the firſt at Ne market: and ſhall humbly pray, that your? 
will not any more receive the reſult of a few Officers, as the ſence of the Army; the Officers of an Army having no- 
more power to make Laws for an Army, then the Officers of the Common wealth to make Laws for the Peoplezborh.” 
of them being conſtituted only for the Diſciple and Government thereof. We hope you will proceed ro further: 
an Agreement of the People, according to our late deſires in our ſerious apprehenfions,and alſo ſpeedily rake in hand 
and effect thoſe other things therein defired, tending very much to the abrogation of the bondage intended. __ } 
Thus have we once more unburdened our hearts before you, and faithfully diſcharged our duties ro our Country, 
giving timely warning of the moſt dangerous thraldome and miſery that ever threatned this much waſted Nationy 
and much we doubt not, will by wiſdome mixt with ſome honeſt re olutions, be timely prevented: which we | 
exceedingly rejoyce to ſee, that ſo after ſo many years of ſorrow, the People may at length be comforted, and the” 
Land enjoy her reſt , and that all the world may be enforced to conſeſſe, That there is a reward for the righteomsy 


and chat there is a God that judgeth the Earth. y 
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